THE CORONATION OATS
perfectly legitimate in its inception, degenerated into a harbinger
of revolt.
As in the case of the American colonies, so in Ireland, the
Government in London put itself at the mercy of agents in Dublin
who did not represent Irish opinion. ' The Castle Junto/ repre-
senting those members of the Irish executive controlled by the
Ministry in Great Britain, took its stand on the preservation of the
corrupt and sectarian system of government which invested them
with so much power; and their views on such vital questions as
the removal of religious disabilities, the abolition of tithes payable
to an alien Church and parliamentary reform were accepted by
the Cabinet without question. Two names stand out in this
c Castle Junto '—John FitzGibbon [after 1795 Earl of Clare], the
Lord Chancellor of Ireland from 1789 to 1802, and John Beresford,
the First Commissioner of the Customs. Both men were violent
opponents of the emancipation of the Catholics: both were able
to exert great influence in ministerial circles in London.
In 1793 the authorities made what they considered to be a
most generous concession to the Irish Catholics, when they per-
mitted them to vote at elections. But what was the value of a
vote when it could only be cast for a Protestant candidate? This
was a question which the authorities preferred not to answer:
or, if they did answer, they invariably resorted to the offensive
contention that only Protestants were fit and proper persons to
sit in the Irish Legislature. Many of the Irish reformers, however,
were prepared to accept the concession as a positive gain: the
next move was to secure the right to nominate Catholics for
election to Parliament.
Two years later William Wentworth FitzWilliam, Earl
FitzWilliam was sent as Lord-Lieutenant to Ireland. He was the
nephew and heir of Rockingham; and had joined Pitt's Admin-
istration with the other Foxites in 1794, receiving at first the office
of Lord President of the Council. FitzWilliam carried with him
to Ireland an c olive branch/ and there is little doubt that others—
and indeed Pitt may have been among them—had placed it in his
hands. Before he left England it was represented to him that the
time had come to break the power of the e Castle Junto *; and
being a man of fine courage FitzWilliam determined to lose no
tune in grappling with the problem. His enthusiasm outstripped
his discretion, and incidentally put him at the mercy of the very
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